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states; the renal kinin system in animals and man 
(as convoluted as ever!) and its relationship to re- 
nin activation. Other exciting growth areas are 
conspicuous for their near absence: characterisa- 
tion of Bl and B2 kinin receptor subtypes, initia- 
tion of kinin synthesis by leukocyte-dependent 
pathways; interrelationships between kinins and 
prostaglandins; central nervous system functions 
of the kallikrein-kinin system; non-mammalian 
kinins. Some of these omissions may be due 
basically to the unexpected geographical mix of 
the contributors - there were relatively few par- 
ticipants from the UK'-and USA, but strong repre- 
sentation from South America, Japan and the 
European mainland. 
In short this is a very mixed bag with minority 
appeal. 
J.R.S. Hoult 
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This book should be considered as a source of 
reference, illustration and detail rather than read- 
ing for primary acquisition of knowledge. The ap- 
proach is predominantly clinical and thorough, 
ranging towards encyclopaedic; the latter charac- 
teristic might be expected as the disorders consid- 
ered are diverse in nature, the difficulties in diag- 
nosis obvious and the pathology frequently 
multiple. This results in a necessarily complex 
style, somewhat flavoured with case histories. The 
references are extensive, occupying - l/5th of this 
fairly substantial book; however, most of the refer- 
ences are mostly of recent vintage extending to 
1979, so they represent a wealth of relatively new 
information, ot a simple, historical accumulation. 
The subject matter is not exclusively clinical, there 
is a reasonable coverage of areas of more academic 
interest such as the osteopetrotic mutations of lab- 
oratory animals and the possible role of magne- 
sium in the control of cell proliferation. The sec- 
tion on magnesium etabolism is noticeably more 
experimental in approach rather than clinical and 
pathological. 
The 7 well-chosen sections are: disorders of 
bone resorption; osteoporosis; calcium nephro- 
lithiasis; calcium metabolism in renal failure; par- 
athormone, acid-base balance and calcium me- 
tabolism; disorders of phosphorus metabolism; 
and disorders of magnesium metabolism. Most 
sections are well illustrated but there is a notice- 
able paucity of tables, figures and illustrations in 
the sections on bone resorption and osteoporosis; 
representative microradiograms, for example, 
would have helped to make a point here. 
The subject matter of this book is similar to a 
slightly earlier book edited by B.E.C. Nordin, 
while the tone of the present book is more clinical, 
the overlap between the two books is nonetheless 
considerable. Neither book refers to the vitamin 
K-dependent sequestering bone protein osteo- 
calcin so it would seem to be inevitable that re- 
search in this area will lead, fairly shortly, to an- 
other substantial volume. 
M.W. Robins 
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